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Context for'a Heritage Conservation District Study in Galt

1981

A REMARKABLE HERITAGE:

PROGRAMMES AND POLICIES FOR
HERITAGE CONSERVTION IN
CAMBRIDGE, ONTARIO

by
paul dilse
november 1981

1984

Cambridge (Galt)
a heritage conservation district plan
prepared by Nicholas Hill - architect planner - London

2005

DICKSON HILL
HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT PLAN

FOR CITY OWNED LANDS

ATTACHED TO AND FORMING PART OF BY-LAW 150-05

Paul Dilse, A Remarkable Heritage: Programmes

Top: Nicholas Hill, Architect Planner, Heritage

Municipal Heritage Register
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and Policies for Heritage Conservation in
Cambridge, Ontario (November 1981)

Conservation District Plan for the City of Cambridge (Galt)
(September 1984); Bottom: Green Scheels Pidgeon
Planning Consultants, Dickson Hill Heritage Conservation
District Plan for City Owned Lands (April 2005)



Context for'a Heritage Conservation District Study in Galt

2008 2013
CAMBRIDGE HERITAGE Downtown A
MASTER PLAN Urban Design Guidelines
Final Report

Cambridge, Ontario

Province of Ontario, Urban Growth Centre, BRAY Heritage et al, Cambridge Heritage Brook Mcllroy, Downtown Urban Design
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe Master Plan (June 2008) Guidelines (2013)
(2006)



HCD Designation Process (Study Phase)

Request or Proposal to Designate District

Council Decision: Initiate Study?

Yes

Study Commences

Study Findings and Recommendations
Presented to Council

Council Decision: Proceed with
Designation?

No

No

Study does not Proceed

Public Consultation

Area not Designated




HCD Designation Process (Plan Phase)

Prepare HCD Plan and Guidelines

Public Notification and Meeting to
Consider HCD Plan and designation By-
law

Council Decision: Designate Area?

Yes

Notice of By-law Passage Served on
Property Owners, Ontario Heritage Trust,
and Made Public

No

District Designated: By-law in effect. HCD

Plan and Guidelines Adopted

No

Yes

HCD Plan and By-law
Shelved

Public Consultation

Matter Appealed to Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal




Galt Heritage Conservation District Study: Scope

* Research: Historical information and policy e Boundary Recommendation: Where is the
review strongest, most cohesive collection of heritage
resources that tell Galt’s important stories and
* Engagement: Public, property owners, that provide it with its contemporary, valued
Municipal Heritage Committee, and character?

stakeholders
» Statement of Significance: Define cultural

features

* Recommend: Objectives for future potential

to significant themes

* Heritage Evaluation: Does it merit designation
as a heritage conservation district?



Public Engagement

* 9 events: engagement, feedback or information
sharing

* People we heard from:

85 attendees to virtual events (P.I.C. #1 and 2, Property
Owner Sessions and Community Updates)

80 people visited the website and 23 people responded
to the survey

81 views of Public Information Centre #1 recording
60 views of Public Information Centre #2 recording
14 comments received after P.I.C. #2

* Press coverage

At least eight articles referencing the Galt Core Heritage
Conservation District study between July 2020 and July
2021 covering a range of topics such as coordination with
Growth and Intensification Study, public information
centres, and Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee
meeting.
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The darker the shade of green reflects the areas that people
have identified as reflecting Galt’s historical character




What We Heard

Online Survey and Community
Update Sessions

Online Survey (February 9 — March 2, 2021)

* Participants identified areas that they felt

did or did not reflect Galt’s historical
character

* Participants engaged in boundary mapping
exercises and discussed conservation
objectives

Community Update Sessions (April 14 and 20,

2021)

* Feedback focused upon history of Galt and
the thematic historical framework
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Results from Survey and Public Information Centre #1
showing edges and limits of the historical core of Galt.



What We Heard
Property Owners Workshops

Property Owners Workshop (March 10,
2021, two sessions)

Feedback focused upon the following
topics:

* Heritage as an asset to downtown core
* General support for conservation

* Concerns re. implementation and
enforcement of H.C.D.

* |dentification of a need for balance of
conservation with desire to revitalize
downtown businesses

* Desire for streamlining development
process

Strengths
Understanding Designation
of age range of would be a
buildings good thing in

the long term

Downtown Galt has

Love tt
T Love the . ‘N‘E‘ : :9
cpp) . amoridage
seer
old ¢ old beautlful area and
buildings, river river and downtown
steeples core

Opportunities

Open to
anything: just
b | WENEto be
AT notified; would

like to shape
Remembers
railway tracks
as long term
residents of
Cambridge

——— _ONSErve and
keep without
restricting
property
owners

Ensure people
don't have to
do things twice
to address
costs

Would like
to see
heritage
conserved

Petty crime,
homelessness
detracts from

vibe that is

Weaknesses

achieveable
Downtown has

declined and
poised to have a
transformation

w» Concerned with
the state of the

Lots many
buildings
along river;
too little, too
late

area; drug
users; trouble
getting tenants

ni
Constrainte

L In.llr.;‘el'.ﬁe‘l'-l:ﬂldl'\ Need to do it right
Ensure o mer L:_;L"I but not sure HCD
property ”"J‘ /e 1erl....|t1 is the right tool,
designation A
owners are gnatt outdated planning
not dictated to — tool

come with a lot o
costs to owners

—— 3
rioritize Legion
s her building isn't
i overan designated
and wouldn't

want it to be

Feel like it will Don't want
penalize the designation
to stifle

development,
maintenance/upg
rade

development

———
—

Concerned
with
accessibility
and
designation

Virtual Post-It notes identifying Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Constraints of an H.C.D. in the Galt

Core



What We Heard

PublicInformation Centres (P.I.C.s)

P.1.C. #1 (February 8, 2021)

* Feedback focused upon Galt’s character,
charm, and sense of place within and
adjacent to study area (open spaces,
buildings, views, etc.)

* Participants identified “special places” and
sites that they felt did not reflect Galt’s
character

* Participants engaged in boundary mapping
exercises and discussed conservation
objectives

P.I.C. #2 (June 10, 2021)

* Feedback focused upon H.C.D. boundary, key

heritage values, potential heritage
attributes, and consolidation of Main Street
H.C.D. with proposed Galt Core H.C.D.
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What We Heard

PublicInformation Centres (P.I.C.s)

P.1.C. #1 (February 8, 2021)

* Feedback focused upon Galt’s character,
charm, and sense of place within and
adjacent to study area (open spaces,
buildings, views, etc.)

* Participants identified “special places” and
sites that they felt did not reflect Galt’s
character

* Participants engaged in boundary mapping
exercises and discussed conservation
objectives

P.I.C. #2 (June 10, 2021)

* Feedback focused upon H.C.D. boundary, key

heritage values, potential heritage
attributes, and consolidation of Main Street
H.C.D. with proposed Galt Core H.C.D.
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Recommended boundary following P.I.C. #2 community
feedback.



What We Heard

Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee

M.H.A.C. (April 15, 2021)

Feedback received on the following
topics:

* Study Area boundary

* Potential sources for understanding
history of Galt

* Managing change and balancing
growth, intensification, density, and
conservation

* Key events and locations about social
aspects of Galt Core

M.H.A.C. (July 15, 2021)

Supported Staff recommendations with
one amendment to strengthen
recommendation that Council approve
additional research in the expanded
boundary.



Evaluation Criteria

Evaluation of cultural
heritage value of a
prospective Heritage
Conservation District (HCD) is
guided by the Ontario
Heritage Toolkit’s Heritage
Conservation Districts: A
Guide to District
Designation Under the
Ontario Heritage Act.

v__A concentration of heritage buildings, sites, structures;
designed landscapes, natural landscapes that are linked
by aesthetic, historical and socio-cultural contexts or
use

v' A framework of structured elements
v A sense of visual coherence
v A distinctiveness which enables districts to be

recognized and distinguishable from their surroundings
or from neighbouring areas



Preliminary Statement of
Significance Highlights

* A well-preserved collection of street layouts,

lotting patterns, buildings, streetscapes, views,
and landscape features

Galt’s significant period of commercial, civic,
institutional, and industrial establishment, growth
and solidification on the banks of the Grand River
began in 1816 with the selection of the Town site
and continued to 1936 when the last major

public building was constructed in the downtown
core

The majority of buildings in the District date to
between 1850 and 1920

Impressive collection and concentration of
nineteenth and early twentieth-century features
nestled in the valley of the Grand River express

design-related, aesthetic, scenic, contextual and
community values
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Preliminary Statement of
Significance Highlights

* Retains scenic and aesthetic values as a well-
preserved and unique historical downtown that
expresses the profound impact that major
waterways and watersheds, such as the Grand
River had on shaping nineteenth-century
settlement and early twentieth-century
development patterns and economies

* The river has functioned as a connector for over
200 years and in doing so, imbues the District with
unique scenic and aesthetic qualities.

* Essential to expressing foundational and significant
aspects of Galt’s history as a thriving nineteenth-
century town in Dumfries and later North
Dumfries Township




Preliminary Statement of
Significance Highlights

* Distinct design value due to its
impressive and unique collection of
stone buildings, many of which are
attributed to the Scottish settlers who
arrived in Galt in the nineteenth century
and made use of the local granite and
limestone stone

* Collection of buildings together function
as a representative suite of vernacular
expressions of architectural styles and
building typologies that would have
been pervasive in towns and villages in
southwestern Ontario in the nineteenth
and early twentieth century.

» Several architect-designed buildings
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Preliminary Statement of Significance Highlights

* Valued as: a landmark area within the City of Cambridge that has a distinct sense of place that is
deeply rooted in its historical development and evolution and relationship with the Grand River;
and as a node in the City of Cambridge that continues to function as a place of civic and social
congregation within the municipality




Recommended
Boundary

Several options considered

Boundary generally defined by the
Grand River, Park Hill Road East,
Ainslie Street North, Thorne Street,
Wellington Street, the rears of the
properties on the south side of
Warnock Street, the west side of
Water Street South, and
Concession Street

Additional areas on the west side of
Grand River, the north side of Park
Hill Road East, and west and north
of Centennial Park is recommended
for potential inclusion pending
further study and direction from
City Council
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Additional Recommendations in H.C.D. Study Report

* No specific changes to Official Plan are recommended to enable
designation of a H.C.D. in the downtown area

* The City of Cambridge should consider assessing the Study Area and
its environs as a cultural heritage landscape in the future

* Based on results of public engagement, feedback received about developing
a conservation management framework for a very large area that addresses
elements not heavily linked to built form, such as views and topography.

* The City of Cambridge consider preparing a separate H.C.D. Study
and Plan for the residential area located in the northeastern portion
of the Study Area and its potential environs.
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