
THE GALT CORE HCD:

1. Does not respect our social and cultural history

2. Is not guaranteed to preserve our historic 
buildings

3. Fails to understand the value of our architectural 
heritage



1. Galt Core is 
broken. HCD will 
keep it that way.
“The study area […] has 
been a place of civic and 
social congregation for 
over 200 years. […] Public 
squares serve as important 
areas for civic and social 
congregation and events 
such as arts and music 
festivals, holiday 
celebrations, and the year-
round Farmers’ Market.”

p. 8 of the Phase 1 HCD 
report, section titled 
“Contextual and Social 
Values.”

Above: “Market Square,” during the 95% of 
the week when it’s a parking lot.



The HCD is another obstacle.

Proposed HCD districts. Galt’s Urban Growth Center. 



2. The Main 
Street HCD 
doesn’t work.
The ACO’s 2009 study on the 
Main Street HCD asserted it 
was a “successful planning 
initiative,” even though it had 
not successfully conserved 
the district’s buildings.

https://uwaterloo.ca/heritage-resources-centre/sites/ca.heritage-resources-centre/files/uploads/files/Galt_HCD_Cambridge.pdf


HCDs can use Heritage to hide 
NIMBYism.

Toronto Star, April 19th, 2018. Toronto Star, Sept. 9th, 2021.

https://www.thestar.com/opinion/star-columnists/2018/04/19/heritage-should-not-be-an-excuse-for-nimbyism.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2021/09/09/city-postpones-decision-on-whether-to-allocate-parking-for-proposed-cabbagetown-daycare.html


3. The Report 
misunderstands 
Galt’s buildings. 
“[Galt] retains a collection 
of buildings that together 
function as a 
representative suite of 
vernacular expressions of 
architectural styles and 
building typologies that 
would have been 
pervasive […] in the 
nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries.”

p. 7 of the Phase 1 HCD 
report, “Architectural/Design 
value.”



An HCD would have prevented 
Galt’s historic streetscapes. 



An HCD is not the solution to 
heritage-friendly buildings.
Below: 26 Water Street N., a good 
new urban building 

Right: Two recent, less-than-ideal 
examples.


