Shade’s Mills Conservation Area
Accessibility Upgrades

Justing Behling, Superintendent of Shade’s Mills CA

Megan Kitchen, Land Management Analyst




Shade’s Mills Conservation Area




Purpose & Background

® 2024 recipient of Government of Canada’s

Enabling Accessibility Fund

® Consulted with Cambridge Accessibility

Advisory Committee

® 2025-2026 project complete
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Beach Mat & Access Routes




Floating Beach Wheelchair & All-terrain Wheelchair
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Soft—-sensory Meditation Grove
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Updated Signage

The TOYOTA Way Trail

TOVOTA Way Trail (DARK BLUE] - 2.8 km

ﬂg Map - Recreational Trails

Hardwood Trail (ORANGE] - 2.5 km

Crask,
offars picturasque viaws.
Average trail width: 1.52m
Minirmusn trail width: 1.52 m
fowg rumning slapa: 6%
Maxirmwm runsiing sope: 26%
Avaraga and maximurm coss dopa: 2vg 2%, max 108
Summer: Hiking
Winter: Skiing, Srowshosing, Hiking

Woodlands Trail (GREEN) - 1.5 km

gh matur
hardweod forast and opan araas.

Avorage trail widthe 1.52m

Minimue trail widthe 1.52 m

A nurmiing slapo: 5%

Maximuen running siops: 25%

Avorage 2nd mximum cross slope: avg 2%, max 10%
Summar: Hiking

Winksr: Snowshoding and Hiking

Meditation Grove Loop (Purple) - 270 m

tamain.

Awerage trail width: 152m

Minimum trail width: 1.52 m

g rumning slope: 4%

Maxirewn runsing sope: 13%

Average and maximurn cross shopa: awg 2%, max 109
Summer: Hiking

Wintse: Skiing, Snowshoaing, Hiking

Deer Run Trail (YELLOW) - 2.4 km

This recrsational trail winds through large
‘axpansas of reforasted arsas.

Avaraga trail width: 152m

Minirmusn trail width: 1.52 m

fovg rumning slope: €%

Maxirmwm runsiing sope: 17%

Avaraga and masimurm coss sopa: 2vg 2%, max 108
Summr: Hiking

Winter: Skiing, Srowshosing, Hiking

Togethar, Shaso dams play 3 vikal roke in
Drmiacting tha haakth 3nd sty of tha

Picwrs during the cinar momths of tha yor-

Conifer Trail (RED] - 1.1 km

e by,
~ 9
Colsbome [ Tstlanch ; W e un T
- B = e T —— You ara at the TOYOTA Way Trail Hrvaraga rail width: 1.52m
e B B vt Trailbead Kiosk Minimuen Erail width: 1.52 m
Shad's Mill: Consarvaticn Arca Ay nnning slope: 5%

B o g ratig Pt :
- : - . Ca J Maxirmeem runsing shope: 22%

Focion SeachVabontal —_— —— Latituds, Longituds: ; .

& . Cometon it o Pt 43.378904, -80.283014 e T R e TS
[ ma B p— Summar: Hiking
Waricie fes e grandriver.ca

Wintar: Skiing, Snowshoaing, Hiking

The TOYOTA Way Trail was made possible thanks to a generous
donation to the Grand River Conservation Foundation by
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada.

N TOYOTA

garden and open arsas.

Average trail widthc 1.52m

Minimuen trail widthc 1.52 m

torg nurmiing slope: hass than 7%

Maximuen running slops: lss than 5%

Aworaga and maximum crass sopa avg 3%, max 10%
Summer: Hiking, Meditation and Quict rotraat
Winker: Hiking and Guiat retraat

Other Trails / Links [LIGHT BLUE | - 2.2 km

Averaga trail widthc 1.52m

Minimun trail width- 1.52 m

Ao nsmmiing shape: 5%

Maximusn running slope: 20%

Mvaraga and maximurm cross dope: 2vg 2%, max 108
Summr: Hiking

Wintar: Closed

mowad grass, axpased roots.

Nota:

Tral larsgth reflacts the maasured distance o tha trai
arly — it doss nat induda the distanca from the
tralhaad.

Ty
Thisis anatural ama, sxpect trail surfaces and
other features to be unaven and slippary. Stay
on marked trails to protect yoursedf and the
smircnmant. Dogs must be kagt cn alessh
(2mVE ft or shortar) and undir control at all
timas. [N CASE OF EMERGENCY, DIAL 5-1-1

A
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Shade’s Mills
Conservation Area

Mill Creek - A Cold Water Stream

Mill Creek Is a cold,.
groundwater-fied stream that
supports sensitive aquatic life
and fish species, such as brook
and brown trout.

The Infiltrating groundwater
helps keep the overall flows
«cold, and even In the hot

summer months only the
surface of the creek heats up.
Mill Creek Is about 20 kilometres
long. It starts east of Aberfoyle
and flows west through Shade’s
Mills Conservation Area and
‘Cambridge, where it flows In to
the Grand River.

iy StTEAm restonation proyects. Tk efians have
sigauBcantly improved te beaith of MI Craek.

Layers of a Mature Deciduous Forest

“The canogy layer formes ihe roof of the iorest. Thiss llest
[

‘o sugar mapka, el and whits a3k aned hickonices. Grab jour

BnOCULEs - you may 5ot 3 graat-homed owt

his Layor

‘species, 5uth 25 Aying squiats and sroach owis.

wou
‘ared shirutes. This ysr prowickes shalter and food for manmy.
Wik spacies. Lock for ahamato boal dogwood and
b booch tress.

‘Th forest Soor is anothar important layer. i indues

‘shade-solarant plants IY's dlso home 1o rptiles and

DI pou know Hhat the mushrocm you sée above
o ground 15 fust Hae small Trult’of the much
larger organism ving enderground? Fangl form

Unior tha forest S0or 3 e roots of troas and other

underground metworks that fink traes =
neghbouring trees. This network belps troes
commenicate with each oifer - Mked e, Such 35 CFREANg sl nutnents.

“wood-wide wati

Grand River

Grand River
Conservation Authority



RBC Barrier Buster Grants Program - Rick Hansen Foundation

Grants up to $40,000 for community

accessibility-related projects

Requires letter of support from a community

organization or member

Accessible washroom
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Proposed Location
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Accessible Dock




Questions or

comments?




