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Background

• City recently approved a
Comprehensive Public 
Notice Policy.

• Province’s enactment of 
Bill 185 – Cutting Red 
Tape to Build More 
Homes Act, 2024.

• City Official Plan needs to 
be further amended to 
reflect these most recent 
changes.

Schulich.yorku.ca



City of Cambridge’s Comprehensive 

Public Notice Policy

• The Public Notice Policy which was passed by Council in 

December 2024 includes: 

• Extension of 120 metre legislated circulation radius;

o Staff are proposing a radius of 240 metres;

• Including tenants of multi-residential buildings in circulations; 

• Improvements to on-site signage for development applications; 

• Roll out of dedicated public notice webpages;



Notice Methods

• City staff have established a new postcard format for most public 

notices (design for Planning notices to be used for on site signage 

as well).

 Tenants will be able to read the postcard even if addressed 

to owner. 

• New standardized public notice templates for staff to use.

• Centralized public notice webpage where all notices would be 

posted and notice board at City Hall where physical copies of 

notices can be posted, including an enhanced development 

applications webpage.

• Consultation with First Nations.



Notice Templates  



Importance of Public Consultation 

and Engagement

• Allows individuals and communities to have a voice in decisions that affect 

them;

• Provides valuable input to policymakers and ensuring that proposed actions 

consider diverse perspectives;

• Leads to more informed, inclusive, and ultimately, more effective outcomes 

for the public at large;

• Fosters transparency and builds trust;

• This process will provide the opportunity to ensure the City of Cambridge’s 

public consultation strategy and application processes are up to date and 

reflect the best approaches to engage with our community
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Bill 185 – Cutting Red Tape to Build 

More Homes Act, 2024

• Bill 185 has removed the ability to impose mandatory 

pre-consultations prior to the submission of a 

development application.

• The requirement to file a complete application still 

applies which means applicants will must submit all 

required documents prior to staff deeming an 

application complete.



Official Plan Policies City 

Staff Proposing to Amend

• Remove any policies that require a pre-consultation application 

prior to submitting a formal site plan, zoning, Official Plan, 

subdivision application.

• Update policies regarding public meeting requirements as per 

Planning Act requirements. 

• Amend public consultation requirements to reflect the new 

recommended radius of 240 m for development applications.

• Further amend public consultation requirements to promote 

community outreach and engagement.

• Amend the requirement for newspaper ads.

• Amend complete application requirements for site plan 

applications, Zoning By-law, Official Plan Amendments  

Subdivisions, and Condominium.



Considerations for Review:

• Conformity with new Bill 185 and the Planning Act, City of Cambridge Official Plan; 

and the City of Cambridge Zoning By-law No. 150-85;

• Proposed changes to Official Plan policies;

• Comments received from members of Council, public, City staff and agency 

circulation.

Next Steps


